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Draft
25Xt 3
prevent simiiating any £88a8Q8, ChE
. 25X1 etories about the easy and happy life in the army. one of
m paid: '2yc nie umierec'-~ Life is fine in the army. One le on the post -
and the other aleeps'. |:| meny boys ware lmprecsed by these talks
25X1 and cheered ugp.
25X1 k.
25X1
KBW Agsignment )
e "A booklet on tho KBW states: 'The KBW ie the urmed arm of the Polish nation.
It has to fight the remnants of reaction with arms i their hande, and guard
the industry and the state agencies.' Actuslliy, the foremoet tusk of the KBW
ir to fight 'bandits' - whor the non-Communists call the *patriots'. Members
cf the KBW receive,in addition to the nizaal avm traiaing, special training,
to f£ight the partisans. 1This is why the agW a.a.ns canps are always in tho
forents. ' o
25X1 6. "Most of the KBW soldiara coma “xom the new Polim. T 8- oriee in the West.
\ It is probadbly thought that boys “from theme ars Tootless » 98 no strong tradi-
25X1 tions have been estabiished ailong the varied psople there, The authorities
think probadly that it wowuld bs eaaier to turn youag pecple ‘from those parts
25X1 ‘ intc obedieént servante of Communium,/
25X1 [Krakow 1s considered very reacticmaIly. -
25X1 Te thorozghly investigated As soon a6 .
tlon caxd, asked various questions, including
25X1 relatives abroad. | ] An investigation was also
carried out lace of work. Then the military authorities interro ated
25X1 the bloc chief oa[  Jvehaviour. Neighbours were asked if
2 5X1 drank or was quarrelaome. | |chorou5hnees of this In-
ventieat;on .
25X1 8, “Compv...uory military service in ..he KBW lasts 27 morths. gent first to
25X1 8 recruit training camp in a forest near Lublin, lived In tents. The
XBW is always trained in forests. After three mon of traininsl:laent
25X1 - %o our rogiment, whick was the kth XBW Regimest at Rzeszow.
25X1 Lth. KBW Regiment, Rzeszov
25X1 9 "Ihe KBW is subordinated to the Minietxy.«f State Security. It has about
25X1 40,000 soldiers. The KBW Staff and the Special Brigade (Specb :da) exe in
Wersaw. Each provincial capital has a KBW regiment. Oloztyn hes an independent
25X1 Battalicn (batalion samodzie }Jo A KBW regiment has 2000 aoldiera. Lt. Col.
7fnu/ Biberski is & member of the KBW Staff in Warsaw.
_ 25X1 ‘
e commmmq |
L L : —
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"Ir 1950 the commrander of- the mew.neg&mm;, -Rzeseow, -Was 4 Hoviet - Major
Lf‘.ng Pligkin, He 1is now a LieutehantiColchel. - His swecessor was Major [Ln_/
Xowalewski - probably a Soviet also, as he spoke: Polish witl a Rusaian accant.
.The chief. political officex ¢f the regiment was Lt. Z—nu Rzepka, IUne commander
of the 3rd Company, lst Battalion, wa: Lis Jozefl Pawelek, rater replacsd by Lt.

[Fouf K= zEza.xwuski. The - poltical officer of the Ist Battallon wes /fn}_./ .
Czerniove POF secretaxy (secxrehary of the PZFR organization; or the ist

Battalion was 2nd Lt. /fnu/ Lopatke. Lt. /Fnu/ Jezlerski was deputy commander
of. the 2nd battery in-the Lth Hegiment. ) T '

CONF IDENTLALY

“There were about 90-1C0 soldievs in the Ird Company of the bth Regiment. 'The
average age was 21, with the youngest soldiers bung 19 snd the oldest 23
About 15-20 were Cr memisre.

"To avolid insubordination and opposition, the regime sees that offices and
men do not remain in one unit too long. This is- ¥c prevent the grcr'“h of
comradeship. Offisers usuelly wvémaip in s régiment oanly two yeaxs Soldiexrs
are shulffled from platcon to platcon and from company 0. company:s ’

’l‘raxmgg

"The twaining in the XBW is much harder than in the regular army. Many soldiers
leave the KBW witk poor health. VYet the State economises on-the KBW... It

gets wniforms and equipment of poorer guality than ilie regular srmy. It is

not a Polish arxmy. It is a sort of NXVD. Evan the barracke have no ingcription
‘Polish Avmy' - simply 'KBW'.

“"The KBW nas Soviet-type arms, though the produciion of arms ia Poland has in-
creased \.omziderab‘ve Poland now produces anblisnk grenades (piaeci przeciw-
E ernc; of the Gexman type. | |tha.€ Foland wes

to ptart production of a new type of CRM (heavy machinc gun) of lsrge caliber.

| |used prototypes of this CKM, weighing 120 kg. Poland also
Produces pastols of the Soviet 1943 medel (Zeluzne, kolba skladane, waga 2.5 kg).

'The XBW sclidiers lazarn io shoct weli, Tnough it is forbidden to have ammundi-
tion whea off the ashooting wrange; most soldiere have some Lullets in thedr
pockets. During tralaing with bifind ammunition the eoldivrs sametimes pure
posely load tneix gunu with shazp bullste. Casuwailvies ccour, and a hated
supericr zay dloe n 1951 or 1952 a scidier kisled a lieuterant that way n
Rzsgzowe. Tt was rmid to. b@van sccident; btut nobedy knew what really happened.
The soldaler woe pubt under arrest for, saveral moaths.

Polivical Education

“Each KBW battoalion and company has a pbli*.;:.cal officer, Each battalion also

- has a POP gecretsry. The political cfficer of « company ie_alsc 1us deputy

commander. He arranges political lectures. and etudies the polita.cal opinions
of the goldiersc. He has spies within tha company . The POP sucresary ig oup-
pesed to hold s$we Party meetings a month. :

"The political luchtures of the poclitruk as well as Party meetings were generally
heted by the .soldiera,muich more hated than the milisery training. Most soldiere
at Rzeazow ware youths of rather ow intelligence who had to make great ef-
forts to learn these political lessons by heart tc reply to the gquestions of

the politruie or the.POP secretary. |
l ] Oxly a few agitators arnd coxe others, about 10-151In
all, could be regarded ns active Communiets. I+ often happened that somebody
outside of the Paxty s devoted to thie megime and served tne politruk or UB
az 8 spy; on the other hand, many CP members could in fact be -against the
wegime. CF memdership is not always an index of political behaviour in the
KBW. The spiez Iin the company have had nov .only %o report on the political
attitude of their camrades Mut also .infri ngementa of militaxy discipline.
Every CP member, too, was %old 1o supervise all other CF members as well as
the wes% of the soldierp in military performance., They ceemed to think that
CP memoership libverated them from their military obligations. Two thirds of
the soldiers who Joined the CP while in the axmy did it only to make life
in the military service moxe comfortadble,

CONF IDENTIAI | 25X1
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18,. "A% tue regulax.CP meetings the brhayiows pf.nhe members was dlstuusilde. New
ported capes of infringemente of military dizscipline, deinking, etc. vers

discussed in public. The acsused was obliged 4c sxplisin publicly, in Lront .
of the other memberz, bkis behaviour and promise repentance, Then the culpnit

got a warning. -

(pﬁ

13. "Once a moath baittelion Party meebtings w o t-rarx.Z~~., attznded by ell OF
mambers in the three companies of each Zattzlion. These meetings took place
in the.messzoom of t.bﬁ battalion. On thess ozcasions a Lable in the messrcoow
was covered with r2d Jloth. The meeting wesz durectad by the POP secretary,

assiated by the battalion zompander, soma c:.mr‘bny comzander ard the politrux.

The przodownicy szkoleniuwi (Steshsnovise sc 340 L1y hornored by an
invitation to tne hna:"i. I‘z*.s meshbing W POY sezateny.
He read the sgendaa fter every lectax Lime

during tne mesting was.spent dis :zsau.g,

Leztures ware also ﬂ*a.d on subjscts of

an Koyes and Indochinz, the

P of colenial. natians,
: Noe o . Thne "1g Ting

. |ard... Once a yesr 4l
i3  to the CP bc-::\.. Th
leadershiv. Then the

some offrecer %o the ¢

rul_u_y, -u..h Aas th= WasS

the Ireedom movemenis
o.an..us:.-d 45 the enemy
= 'ere, pralse wes

=k ) provozed

,a.:y.far wne batialion and eacth company.
Befere nsaticnal o Ldiers waIye chiliged fo avlend

. . mEETings. Av uhese topieal lecwares ware réad on she nolidey, e€.g.
on bLenints deanky U Lsh Azmy, tne Dey o7 the ked AZay. AT any tima a

company or battallon ¥ cboLry could suamon Yae CF members of his uald

the S LT & mNeELINg.
2. ;.m.h tame haforz SO LuBs Job An the country, :
o »r,ne mempers we: : e o .euretasy ur poliltruk re-
xmvxd.eq shew of CF :;3'.:1 wrlivary disciplasc, Lo eazt Liatoon there was at
least sng Communi A0 WAS MEd? rasLonsii. P ruec,.\.pllne in the platcon:

;4 . owt properly and
.8 S memters anong

¥y corwachios) soon diszovered that
Toet way t;ney did nnt make enemies

s
pE S

0 s¢e that the
Lo TEpOrL a.
whe socldl
Lz;-vas best not Lo report anyhbing af

arong the egcldiers and hal less WoOod.
wrouble (arotomstwoj. If the Pavrty g
dixring a long g,ericd, LT gew anxious
wanLs v Xnow everythaing going on in & Tia
ilite of every sozdier. A platcon whish ssme.os
Wili soon get new OF rapresentatives,

el UIn each plavoon.there waz also e Communist #g813at07 whe —eceived leaflists from
the compuny 0P segretary to Cishridbuse among She scidiers, His assignment wag
S0 make propaganda for the ZMP and the Uis The ides s to recrudt as many CF
Lembexs 45 possible frox among the s2idierz. AS, the end of the military ser-
vice, about 5% or even a jittlie more:delong te the CP, The Leaflets ex-
clalned t¢ the sclidler: Ln siosgsns the supsricriuy of she soviet state and
tne .nely tne USSH was give to Poland; ul nroved stendard cf living cince -
Worid Wax 1., una new industrial entersclses. They exiciiled the Chinese and
Korean barces whe hat diad rather thaxn L9 toemss.ves e Saken prisonerg.

#24 . Ihe.poldiers: Wwere surlsited with J.C'“"‘"‘C'S oo postionl theorye. Many of them,

becanse of pooxr inteiligence, nad difficwities an fcllowing these lectures.

! Gade a u‘aeh: there was the sc~called pcliui-al vraining (szkolenia polityczne

N Programuwe j; twice a week there wers lecturss by the poliuri; two hours daily

! the soldicrs spent learning the 'script! ‘(Kl.uuna naukca wedlug knospektu;.
Thres tinss per week there was seminar duxring which the scidiers were taught
hoy to reply to poiiticsal guestions in ax examirnation; such guestione as:e
©rsll how the Poiish soldiers fought side by side with the Sovietss Tell
nsw vhe HSovist scldiers in action divided sheir bread witkh the Polish soldiers.’

; : : SONF IENEZAL] [25X1

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490180-6




. 235
24,
25X1 2.
25X1
26.
25X1
25X1
25X1
L-'_ . L

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490180-6

25X1

CONFIDENTIAL{
- 5 - j

"l‘he V.‘Bw Special Brigede in Wen'dam %ehde the programs for political training
and all thLe scyripts and pamphlcta to ‘evéry regiment. The regiment distributes
them among the battalionc, battalions to tne companieg hcompanies to the
platoons. At Rzeszow there were six political léctitred"per weelw pha@ihpit
minutes per day of nowspaper reading (nrnaowku.) )

"Teachingthe soldiors so much ppiitice, can have & double-edge result,

The soldiers get clever and try/uSe politics to turn the lesson learned
againast the Corwunists themselves. Most of the KBW soldiera are sons of

the agricultural proletariat or smallholders (foxms under six hectares).

In the beginning these boys represent en 'urienlightened' element. But they
leern ncmothins end gt their own ideas at the end, often with cuite different
results “rom those <xpected by their Communist tenchers.

NEO School

T [T
=s BC eglment, the com-
mander of the ochool was .\..ieutenunt [ ny; Zl.otni.s. lie was later transferred
to the KBW staff in Warsaw. One hund:ed. ond. 20 poldiers attend the schooul
st u time. About 80 finish as corporals), about 20 s starszy strzelec; the
rast are dropped and esnt back to their compmnies, Tae UiGeipline wac
stricter at a N.C.0. sthool, and the studenta had to work narder than soldiers
in the regular companies. Therse was mach more trailning, instruction in mili-
tary tactdce and the spacial tactics used for fighting the partlsuns (imagined
pursudt of partisans, ambush, convoy, guard of state property, [ight with a
bund, bhow to extricats oneself from an ambusk, etc.), An important branch of
truining was the so-called rozpouznanie. In this ths scldiers were taught how
to apy upon the population, how to quesiion them for informetion. They were
taught to pay much attontion te ¢children, ta moke friends with them, give then
sweats and then sk s 'Whot 1z your deddy Aoingt Are. you getting visitors?

Is somekody spendins the night at your kews?' -The aoldiers wers also taught
to keeop close rortmcti with Party J.endeza and sdtivé Commmniots, with the
militie and ORMO - to support and cooperate wiih these organizations. The
ORMO (Voluntary Reserve of the Citizehs®! Militia) consists of the worst
youngeters in a village. Usually they operate alec aa UB informants. ‘The NCO
school hud less free hours than the rast of the KBW soldiors. When other com-
panies went 10 the cinema 1n 8 closed format:f.on, the school ’.usmlly had some

training to doe ‘ o

Leave

"During their 27 months of sexrvice the KBW soldiers do not-get any leave as a
rule. However, 4o stimulate a soldier 4o better service , bhe is inddividually
promised leave for especially good training oxr work oa duty. Thus, the Com-

munist propagandists in the KBW do get leave nearly every month. |

DAY 6 &
commanders voluntarily submit the names of their goldiers for leave, trying to
arrange at least one leave for cvery soldier as this would maintain training
morale. 'However, the regimental staff usually rejects the propusals’ of the
company commanders, being convinced that during holidays at home the eoldier..
are 'under the influence of hostile propagmd.a"

o

Healtl-

the poldiars had miserable phoes with holes in thelr soles; some shoes had no
soles at all: Most soldiers caught cold as a result. When 'the rekimental com=~
mander arrived for an inspection, ho saw the poor state of the equipment of hib’
soldiexrs and made an issue of it. The poldiers got better shoes. This was in

'CONF IDENTIAI] | | 25X1
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“"From ;bdme ,to-time soldiers -acmultted suicide, . Others injured themselves in
. ordexr ‘to get exempted from service. | |there were
two .cagses of nelf-inflic.ted. wounds in Gth KW ﬁegﬁ.ment. In one case the
aoldd.er was to remain an invalid ail his. life, He jias. pqt ‘p\:}‘é be . “%e
othex ﬁol,d.icr,.drove & needle into his knee. This was uincovere by ES 0
emination, and he got 1.5 years of 1mpri.aonment.. fhere were several other
wﬁ%.:uk.ich were. regarded as acq,i.&nnta pure and simple. But‘you nevexr Knuwe.

GONFIDENTIAL/

| iore were “ew désertions from the KBW.

There was one in the recruit caup | The soldier was caught and trans-
ferred to another regiment. Offici © got one. yeay of prison as a warning
to the rest of us, | Jactua the toy landed in another regi-
ment after the period of arrest. Also an Yold! soldler, who was al-

ready near the end o his military eervice, had a nervolis breakdown and ran

avay.  He was caught and sentenced to three years. Actually that would mean
li5-two years in prison, dependicg on his behaviour. In all such cases the

trial 1s public. It is a show for the entire regiment or camp..

are were rec .8 - 48,

ook place on a meadow in the foreat. On a |ort of platform were the prosecutor,
‘the counsel for the defendant, the judge - all in’ eivilisn clothes. The

soldier explained that he had been persecuted by his commander. Once when he
went tc town without permit, he was told by the commibnder that he would be
killed. He had got & shock and run away. The counscl sald tnat the Doy was
young and inexperienced.. The prasecutcr, ‘314 not waat to adnit any extenuating
circumgstances. ,The boy got three years. Usually aftes such a public trial a
second, real trial is held by military judges and the culpzrits get less severe
punishmentey [ |the soldier's rzdl puniehment was tvo yaars.

KBY Congcé of Resistance

“The madn. taek of the Lth KBW Regiment was %o *‘131\1; armed patriots and remnante
of the tranian UPA groups who were also active .1n (he Rzeszow volevodship.
All thego’ res:.ntume groups ccrsiat of very few mem‘@e:s caly: thoy usually
operavw in groups of two men, They hide in.the forastz. KBW aoldiers are used
in.action against partisang arfter they ha--e had o yeear'® a ecz-vice and training.

|;|a peasant was arrested in the province of Rzeszovw, village of Leza sk,
tTxict. of Jaroslaws fie was accused of belng a member of an underground
organiZation., This was & typical case of how actions were carried out. The
UB offacial from lezaJjsk called upon the staff of the 4th Regiment. le re-
ported the man and asked for the help of the KBW o arrest him. The UB offi-
cial was then given a platoon. Headed by the platoon commander, the platoon
started at night for lezajsk. It marched toward the peasant's home, guided
by the UB man,...The KBW soldiers surroundad the building. At daybreak (ar-
rests are always carried out, in the early morning) the UB man entered the
house in caompany of the platoon commander. The peasant was put in a lorry
and driven to prison, escorted by armed sold_ie*-e » No reprisals were taken
agalnct his family, but the peasant has not been seen since,

the KBW got orders to find three parachutists in the district of
Lubaczow. The men ware armed with Sten guns and had a'radic station. They
were disgovered wheh some shepherd boys discovered hidlen parts of & radio
station and reported to the village authorities; the latter informed the
police who understood that it was parachutiste. The UB and KBW were in-
formed, TWwo KBW regiments were engaged in the round-up - the Rzeszow and
Lahlin KBW. For a month all the forests, villages and private farms wexe
carefully searched. The tazk of one regiment wae to surround the enitire
district and that of the other to search it. However, the paracnutists were
not discovered and the re m;s th the exception of two battalions, vere
sent home., Leter, vwhen 4 g*bi pa..ged & forest, the patriots awakened in
their hide-out, thought they were surrounded and started to shoot, Both
battalions surrounded the forest meadow. The three patriots defended them-
selves from 9 a.ms to 2 p.m. They even had hand grenades. - 'Communists, let
us gol' shouted the men, The company and platoon commanders asked the KBW
soldiexrs. to take the men by stormwhich ithe cldiers refused to do,Finally one of
the menfﬁ%iman ¥hen his hand grenade was hit by a bullet ae he was about to
throw it. Finally all the three men were killed. No KBW men were killed.

i

com?msm'mq |
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| 25X1 3. | |a special sompany of the 4th KBW Regiment made raids
after arme in the villages of the Rzeszow province. They.searched tbe houces,
the ,shede, under the floors, etc. The raids: caused great excitement and re-
bellious feeling among the peasantg. Some peagsants abused the_ soldierc.and
were arrested. About 20 guns were found in this action. Their cwners were
arrected and sentenced %o imprisonment; the mildest puniehment was cix years.
Some~-platoons. carried out the search with exactitude; others were carelecs,
depending on their morals. o :

25X1 34, | three patriotn (twd men and one woman) were hunted in the district
' of Debica.

his group had uet & staff officer and tried to diparm him. He uad

! :
i gucceeded in escaping and alarmed the regiment. The patriots were found and
; a fight enpued. Tour soldiers weres killed and eight wounded. Finally the

i patrlots, were captu:.?. The woman was pregnant.and got 1.5 years; the men got
i two years each. The sentence was 80 mild because. their resictance was con-

i pidered a regular fight. But the result of this mild sentence wag an accucae
i tion ageinst the Rzeszow military prosecuting egency. It was sald that the

! . prosecutor himself wang in the service of the reaigtance. The prosecutor waa
removed fram his post in Rzeszow and later prowably arrested.

Operation Nerew

| a large redid was carried out in the forests of the
Blalystok province. This was a common actlon of all the KBW regiments to clean
i up the forests. Each regiment had to send an expeditionary battslion to

[ p Balystok. Ao the KBW has 15 regiments, 14 expeditionary battalions partici.

: pated in this, probably the greatest raid of 1ts kind since VWorld War IT. The
; raid wap officially called 'Operation Nurew' (after a river in Foland). Of-

; ficially the agsignment waos '4c sirengthen the peonle'e regime in the province
' of Bialystok' {ugruntowac wladze ludowsa W wojavodzivwie Bialxntockim). Before

! the soldiersc le or Bialyctok the batialion nolitruita arrenged meetingo in

i : ench battelion. They axplainsd that tho people's rsegime was fighting great
Aiffdicultien iu the Bizlypioik province; iz pzople there 4id not pay any teaxeo;
armsd 'bandas ' were operstingy hostile elemcuia (inv-wrotowe elem:ntx) were lia-
quidating loyal aud actiive Communigts.

»25X1 | 35, |

{ 36. "The poldiess chosen for cach expedltionary battalion were divided into com-
! e - panies, the companiee into platoona. Each village in the Bialysiok province
' got a platoon; large villages gnt a company..The. staffp vere stationed in the
" distriet towns, the general ataff in the town of Bialyatok.  Using special
plans and maps drewn up in advance, the platoong and companiles searched care-
) fully the forests, villages, all housen - przetrzasnac,-as the KBY soldierc
. .pay. The patriots did not know where to hide. They ran from district to
dietrict, and their situation grew more ani more hopeless. The KBW organiced
ambushes. Shootings were frequeni. Sometimes completely innocent people got
! killed. The soldiers met  -somebody in the. forest; that person did not hear the
order to6 stop or panicked and ran away, or else the soldiers got into a cstate
of panic and started shooting at something moving in the darkness. In one
barn. the Desksa group, concisting of six men, was discovered. As they refuced
to surrender, all were killed. In one village scme patriots were diccovered
- and killed. The UB chief for the disirict.of Kolno; where this happened,
ordered the bodies to be thrown on the road as & warning to.the local reople.

i 37. “About some resigtance group leaders legends were circulating. They vere

. regarded as.extremely clever, of fabulous gallantry and in possession of some
i miraculous power which made them safe from dbullets. In order t» destroy cuch
. glorificution end to prove to the people +that patriots could escape his fate ~
death . the KBW started to put the bciies of dead patricts ¢ 1 roads or in
villagec, where they could be seen by everybody.

X 38. I jix-ét 'béfdl:e the end of the sction, all peasants
25 1 Lo were suspected of holping the partisang, were arreeted. Altogecher about
40 partisans were killed. The KBV es+imated that altogether about 100 people
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belonged to the. various small resistanse groups operating in the Bizlystok

prevince. The exiptence of e few such groups in a-district or province had

great influence, quite; out of proportion with the small number of the active

grcup. Their mere pregscnce paralyZzed the activity of tThe militle and increased
25X 1 the passive resistance of the population. 'A militiaman or UB functinnary

fel%t ingecure, with the result that he did not interfere too much with the

affairs. of the population. [ |ruaumours,|

|
25X1 ‘that before the large-scale KBW Bialystok operation, egome UB men anc active
Communists, who had ha?med the population with their activities, had been
liquidated.

39. "Some KBW soldiars, who were present at UB investigation of the arrested

farmers during the Bialystok raid reported that old, well-proved methods

had been used ag well {as new ones of terror and torture. The 0ld methods

included interrogations las*ing 24 hours without e break. The culprits were
B elternately tempted with vodka and cigarettes and threatened by shouts or with
+orture. The new methods included starvation for several days; then 2 meal of
salt herring but no wvater, in an overheated cell. The victim had to stand with
hie face towards the wall for hours. Mechanisms specially conetructed to in-
flict torture were us. ., = g tools driving needlee under fingernails. The
UB had special experts: vho interrogated people by applying every method .
imaginable, including torture. As @& matter of fact, those who proved brave
and endured torture were better treated at the last. When the torture hed no
' results, the UB gave it up. ’

4o, "The peasants suffered: greatly from the Bialystox raid. They were never safe
from sudden raids. Their houses and property were searched and turned torcy-
turvy in a mest ruthless manner. Documents nf sll passengers and pascereg-by
in the ctreets and on the roads were imspected. = ‘fhe entire district was like
a begleged country during war. The populasticn wes scered end started to panic.
If scmebody protested and tried to prevent tha soldiers frem searching his
house, he wap srrested immediately. . ‘

k. "The commander of Opsra-zibn:Narev wes LS. 0oL, Padizki, former acrmander of the
Lth KBW Regiment in Rzeszow., At that time he s already regimeatal comnander
of the 2nd Bialystck Rogiment. : :

4a. "The Bielystok actiorn wams not popular among the majority of the .soldlers.
Despite the fact that the best and most reliadle geldiers vore gelected for
the task, they behaved insubordinately at overy opportunity. Conflicts with
the UB were frequent. :

The Specbrygade

43, vSome poldiers fxom the Specbrygada received decorations after the Bialystok
province. No officer remains in the Specbrygade longer than three years.
Trhe government would lose its trust in the Specbrygada 1f the officers re-
mained long in one place and were able to form close relationships among
themselves. Soidiers of <he regular service remain in the Specbrygade for
one year only. They are chosen from the varlous KBW regiments after reeruit
training. -After a year of service in the Specbrygeda they are sent dback to
their regimenis. : )

Agricultural Micsion

44. “he KBW participated alas in s 'hervest action' (akcja zbozewa) [year not
indicated/ 1in districts which lagged moet in the -fulfilment of delivery
plans. The acticn wao as follows: & village got & KBW platoon stationed
there with orders just to stay there. -The men were billeted in private
houses and. cerried on their normsl 1ife and training just as in the barracks.
The viliasgers had no idea why'the platoon. had.arrived: They discussed the
pregence of the soldiers, searched for reasong, grsW nervous. Everybody hao
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something to be.nervous sbout. :The result was as expected. The farmers got
frightened and etarted working and-delivering better than before. At the
‘same time the UB-and Barty officials could.move about more freely, without
fear. of reprisals from active anti-Communints. Bub the presence of 2 KBW
-unit turns an.entire village against the soldiers.: They are boycotted by
everybody in.the village. They are regerded .as enemies, as foreign occupants .

CONITLBENTIAL

:"The pace of creating. kolkhozes in the Rzeszow volevodship is extremely slow.
The farmers.are forced to join the collective farms through ruinous taxes and
laerge delivery quotas.Thencanstant inmedasss.of ‘delivery quotas for the kulaks
Seduces them to a state ir vhich they are unsble to execute their obligations.
During the KBW's akcJje zboze many kulaks were- arrested. Thé seme happered
in the Blalystok voievodship;. in some wvillagees most of the farmers werear-
rested snd only wor.: remained at home... Tre -women were unable to carry on
the farm work, and the farms were finally taken over by.the kolkhozes. In
order ic stop the kulaks 'bad influence' on-other: kolkhoz members, the c
kulaks .are- not admitted to the collective farms. :They have to leave their
villages, to look for work in: the towns. In- same cuges farms lie .fallow -
as there are no people who will agree to.esteblish a kolkhcz.

two villeges in the Bialystok volevodship where most of the Farmers ha
‘been arrested and women left alone: Rydzewo Szlacheckie and Rydzewo Wios-
clanskie. The fields lay fallow.

"Jometimes a Ki. platoon acted careisssly on cde, 6o that a pergon about
%o be arrested had time to escape. [ ]sent to arrest a peagant

in a village near LezaJjsk. | piose all outlets from:
the farm but 414 this so carelemsly that the sister of the peasant discovered
the soldiers and warned her brother who escaped. During the Bialystok raid

a platoon wan accusod of haviag allowed soie patriots +o alip through. :
Military intelligence officers from Waxraaw (the Informacja) arrived on the
apot to investigate. A soldier was senienced i peven montha of imprison-
ment as-a result. : '

Political Mimsicn

"Ths KBW was used during the electoral campaign KRW platcona were
aent to various villages. Lezajell, province . © Rzeszow.
[ !the 'dband’ tiesla' was operating in the neigh-
orhood o t village. The presence of the sgldiers makes it posgcible for
Communist agitators and village officials: %0 act with more confidence. Each
time .a.political egitation maeting took place somewhere, the platoon was sent
+o reinforce the milita sectiodn (posterunek miiicJji) in giving protection to
‘the agitators and Barty leaders of the disirict. Otherwise the Communist
officials would have been afraid to put their noses into the village and make
propaganda thexre. During the elections the KBW had to guard the .electoral
committees. .

"KBW soldiers had also the task.of persumding the peasants to vote 'publicly',
in other words, not tec put their voting papers into the envelope behind the
curtain. If somedbody did 3o he was already suspected of having voted against
the regime. : .

Religious Miscicn

"The KBW has of course no priests. The soldierc are told officially not to
go to church. Sometimee some soldiers went to 'churchk secretly.at Rzeszoir.
Anbi-r2ligions feopagands weighed lerg= in the political lessons. During the
acticn in the Bialystok province, even the .churches were raided, despite
protects from the priests. Some soldiera who wanied to please the Cormuniat
bosges, addressed the priests with .!'Ty' and 'Wy' or 'Pan', instead of using
Yhe reverent form..  Officially the KBW soldiers ought to carry out actions
against churches only on special orders.. ‘The priests knew this, But some
platocns, in order to demonstrate thelr zeel, did so without any permit,
knowing in advance that they would .not be punisned. Other platoons purroszely
omitted churches. All depends on +the spirit of the platoon and the comrade-
ghip between the platoon commander and his soldiers.
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Rola't:iorm wiﬂh the UB

50. "Al'though the KBW has gomewhat:- the same task as the UB, there is no frater-~
ni~ation be{;ween them. Those KBW soldiers who are not ective Communists hate
the UB as' much as does the general populstion. The Rzeszow Regiment often .
had conflicts with the locul UB « fights between soldiers and UB functions
aries in restaurants etec. The regiment often got complaints from the UB
about’ the behaviour of its ‘moldiere. That the morale was not the best at
Bialystok, was proved byithe factrthatrafber the raid verious regiments had to
dissolve some companies and reorganize them anew.-  The kth KBW Regiment of
Rzuszow also had proof of -insubordination. Older soldiers (e-8, those who
had alreedy two years of service behind them) refused to go to gymnastics.
It was also nearly impossible to organize a call-up (zbiorka)ror lunch.

"25X1 s1. | |some soldiera of the Uth KBW Regiment met & UB official at
. 8 village dance in Jawidze, district of Lﬁ‘ol‘ln. This man wus hated by

everybody in his village,. as he terrorlsed the peasants, The KBV soldiers
started a quarrel with hin. It devaloped into’a _fight,. and the UB man beeten
80 thoroughly that he died after a week in hospi"‘e.l. The KHW vatrol which
arrived at the place of the fight did not report who wad responsidble for the
beating, protending that it hed not ‘got no evidence. The result was that all
the Soldiers presont at the dance wers punished with only 10-15 days of arrest
for having left the barracks without a special permit on & Sunday. There are
gome KBW soldiers who take every opporiunity tho.'c‘ orfers o beat UB mo_n'.

52. "It 10 wrong,however, to consider all UR chliafs as pure Communists. Some of
‘ them actually collaborate with the ratricts’ and work’ ‘secretly ageinst the
Commaniets.: This was true, of the locai UB chief of the Jarcelaw dictrict.
I heard 'that he punisghed UB functionairies and REW scldiers heavily for the
smallest offences though it was impossitle ¢ liquidete the 'bands' in the
) district. They were always warned in time. The authcirdities aoncluded that
25)(1 the bands hed some collaboretors within the local admirndstration. Finally
the UB chief wacr arrested.

53. "The UB has at least one pecret agent among the officilals of every commu: » o

% Within ‘the UB these agunts arc called trzecl referent. They are
A hoflen from smong the werkers of the comaune and | Ve 1o u;:pﬁ for the job in
wribing. During the harveat action] lat Jaroslaw
25X1 emd billeted in ‘the bLuilding of the local militia,] | candidates

vers: arfpointed. Thoy got the rqsulo.‘ionn to read end then signed their 'obli-

25X1 gattol.®.
Relations with the local Peocple

54, "KBW moldiers ‘&re hated by the populatior. They are regarded as outcasis and
cut off from every personal contact. No girl wants to dance with a KBW
soldiexr. It is dangerous tor a KBW man to walk about alone at night as he
mey ge’t a thrashing from the town or village boys. The attitude of the popu-
lation” bowards the regular army 1s completely different; 1t is not hated
a’c all.

55. "The KBV is prc‘ba‘bly hated most in Rzeszow province. People remember well
the repu‘Isals -the' KBW took againet the villages Jjust after World War II.
Fighting Polish partisane and UPA soldiers, the XKBW burnt down all villages
vhere hidden arms were discovered' mmured tanks and cars destroyed viJ,lage
houses by 8imply drivins through them. This wag the. case with some villages
near Lancut. Among the viIlages burned down was Cieplice ;n the Jeroslaw dige
trict. Of the 400 odd houses in that village, only 50 remained. The fields
1lie fallow to this day. Nobody wants to carry on. &s soon as they started
to cultivate the filelds agein a Xolkhoz would be established and nobody wants

that.
o 25X1
CONFIDENTIAI{ |

Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490180-6




- Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490180-6

25X1
CON’FIDENI‘IAI,
I |
56. "Not only pee.sants but also urban workers in the Rzeszow province hate the

KBW scldlers. ' KBW officers and professional NCO's are prohibited to marxy
without pernission from the KBW corps staff, which has to investigate the
reliebility of the woman, If she is the da.ught r of @ peasant, permission -
is usually given but never when the family has 10. or niore hectares of land. -
Lieutenant 1’nu7 Stachure from the hth KBW Reglment married in secret the
daughter of a peasant who had 10 ha. He had a religlous as well as & civil
vedding. This game out. He had to give ‘an dccount of his act at a Party
meeting. The party is always the jirst ingtance. "It is 2 mule that no
member of +he &P way be sentenced ‘by & “court ‘of law. He must first be kicked
out of the Party if the offence is of such nature ‘that’ imprisonment might bde
the result. After that the ordinary court “takes care of the case. When
Stachura appeared before the Party he was asked why he had married the woman
without permission. He said the girl was with child from him, that he loved
her but knew that he would never get permission to marrcy her because she

3 was the da.ughter of a kulak. He got.a warning from the’ Par‘by and then was °
put on trial by the ordinary court, where he got some disciplinary punibhment.
Az a result of this trouble he started to drink and.one’ year later, 1952,
was expelled first from the Party and later from KBW: The sports instructor
of the regiment started a liaison with a woman of’ godd pre-Vorld Ver IT )
family. He got a warning. £ third offiecér log his gun, and being afraid
to tell it to th2 regiment, bought a new one. This énded with some disci-

unighment. these officers were first tried by the Party.
25X1 | —’;L"

Soviets in Rzeszow VProvince

57. "In the Rzeszow province there are no Soviet militery bases or units, but there
. -are some Soviet communications troops (oddzisly leez ncsei ) dealing with the
25X1 repairs of telephone lines, etec. |

58. "A Soviet staff is billeted in Krakow nea: Vawel Crztle,

25X 59.. . "Whenmm eschunge of scme frantilcr secilcnns taok place between Pgland
and the USSR, the inhabiteants did not want: ta’ leave thelr homes in the Lublin
\ province and settle down at the frontier of theé Rzeszow province ceded tY Po-
lan@ by the Soviets. KBW solaiers hed to take the pPople by force, out-them
on lorries and trains and traneport them to6 their new homes. The 4th KBV
Regiment participated in guarding the housés “left by the Soviets, in return
for those taken in the Ludlin provinée. When ‘thé transferred people arrived
at their new homes our reginent welcomed them with music. But the people did
not want to leave the wagons or take possession of their new homes. They only
wept. "All soldiers felt terribly ashamed but were forced to carry out their
. orders. ‘When the people were taken away by force, they left all they had
behind them, even the cattle. Upon leaving, the people told the soldiers with
hate in their voices: 'You have taken so much alreedy, take the res’t too .

60. ‘Along the Polieh-Soviet fronl.ier there is a frontier belt about one kilemeter
wide. Every morning this belt is ploughed inh order that escapees will leave
tracks on the ground. For a breadth of several kilometers along the entire
frontier the villages are empty.. On the Oder frontier there are no cuch
precautions.” . o

' N L - end &7
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